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Participant Biographies
Prof. Leif Abrahamsson

Programme Director, International Programme in the Mathematical Sciences,
International Science Programme, Uppsala University

Prof. Abrahamsson has served since 2001 as Programme Director for the International Programme in the Mathematical Sciences (IPMS) of the International Science Programme (ISP), based at Uppsala University, where he is also a University Lecturer. He has been a University Lecturer at the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm and the University of Asmara, Eritrea. Prof. Abrahamsson has held memberships on a number of academic commissions including the Writing Group for the African Mathematics Millennium Science Initiative (AMMSI), a working group for the Swedish Mathematics Delegation, and the Commission for Developing Countries (EMS-CDC). In addition, he served on the evaluation team for the French programme "Soutien aux Activités de Recherche Informatique et Mathématique en Afrique (SARIMA)" in Francophone Africa. Prof. Abrahamsson holds a BSc in Mathematics, Physics and Theoretical Philosophy and a PhD in Mathematics, both from Uppsala University. 
Prof. Yunus Ballim

Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, University of the Witwatersrand
Prof. Ballim holds B.Sc., M.Sc. and PhD degrees in civil engineering. After six years in the construction industry, he was awarded the Portland Cement Institute Research Fellowship based at the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) in 1989. In 1992 he was appointed as a lecturer in Civil Engineering at Wits. He currently holds a personal professorship at Wits and was the Head of the School of Civil & Environmental Engineering from 2001 to 2005. His research is mainly in cement and concrete materials and he has published around 70 peer-reviewed articles in this field. From 2003 to 2005, he served as the founding President of the African Materials Research Society. He also held the Bram Fisher-Oxford Fellowship in 2000. In 2006, he was appointed as the Deputy Vice Chancellor for academic affairs at Wits and between 2007 and 2009, also served as the Vice-Principal of the University. He presently serves as a member of the Commission for Higher Education in South Africa.

Prof. Adebisi M. Balogun

Vice Chancellor, Federal University of Technology, Akure (FUTA), Nigeria
Prof. Balogun received his BSc in Agriculture in 1976, MSc in 1978, and PhD in 1982, all from the University of Ibadan, and was subsequently appointed Research Assistant in the Department of Animal Science. He moved to the Federal University of Technology, Akure (FUTA), as a Senior Lecturer in 1988 and became a Professor in 1994.

Prof. Balogun has served as sub-dean, member of senate, head of department, and chairman of various committees, task forces and sub-committees; Member of University Governing Council; Dean of School of Agriculture and Agricultural Technology; Chairman, Committee of Deans of FUTA, and Chairman of the Association of Deans of Agriculture in Nigerian Universities.

He has been engaged in numerous research and consultancy services. He was a Visiting Research Worker in Tropical Product Institute, London in 1981; and a Research Fellow from 1981 and 1983 in a tuna resources survey in Nigeria’s Exclusive Economic Zone, resulting in the development and establishment of the pilot tuna canning line in Nigeria.

Prof. Balogun has authored more than 80 research papers, proceedings, technical reports and studies. He has won numerous national and international awards, fellowships and distinctions. 

He was appointed the pioneer Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Development) of FUTA in 2004. In 2007, he became Vice-Chancellor. Among his achievements there, he has established Centres of Excellence in different disciplines.

He is a cheerful philanthropist with strong passion for developing individuals and institutions for the overall benefit of mankind. He is married and blessed with children.
Dr. John Butler-Adam

Program Officer, Post School Education, Ford Foundation

Mr. Butler-Adam is the Program Officer for Post School Education in the Ford Foundation’s Office for Southern Africa. His grant making aims to support the emergence of a new and more equitable generation of academics; assure that the region has the skilled people it needs to bring about social and economic development; create a more diverse and integrated post-secondary education system in the context of limited choices faced by young people leaving school; and to support research that promotes an understanding of higher education and its role in Africa. Since January 2005, Mr. Butler-Adam has also been the Foundation’s Coordinator for the Partnership for higher Education in Africa. He is also manages the Foundation’s African Higher Education Initiative.

Before joining Ford, Mr. Butler-Adam was the Chief Executive Officer of a consortium of eight higher education institutions in the South African province of KwaZulu Natal, where he was responsible for initiating, managing and monitoring academic and administrative programs that strengthened cooperation between the institutions. Prior to that, Mr. Butler-Adam was the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) at the University of Durban-Westville. He came to that position from the Directorship of the University’s Institute for Social and Economic Research. Mr. Butler-Adam has taught in the Universities of Natal and Durban-Westville and worked in the University of Cape Town. He holds a BA(Hons) from the University of Natal and a PhD in Geography from the Pennsylvania State University.

Dr. Peter Clayton

Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research & Development, Rhodes University

Dr. Clayton worked in the software industry for a number of years before taking up an academic career at Rhodes University. He rose through the academic ranks to become Professor and Head of Computer Science, and head of the Telkom Distributed Multimedia Research Centre. In April 2008, he was appointed as the Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research & Development. He serves on a number of national policy and advisory forums for Higher Education, Science and Technology, the South African Qualifications Authority, and the National Research Foundation.

Dr. Clayton received a South African National Science and Technology Forum Award for Outstanding Contributions to Science, Engineering and Technology in 2002. He is also the holder of the Rhodes Vice-Chancellor’s Distinguished Research and Teaching Awards. He is a non-executive director of the GBS Mutual Bank, and the Chair of the Board of AJOL – Africa Journals OnLine. 

Prof. Lesley Cornish

RISE Network Director: AMSEN

Prof. Cornish has been deriving phase diagrams and undertaking alloy development work for over 25 years, starting with her PhD. Apart from four years at the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority and six years at Mintek, most of her working life was at the University of the Witwatersrand. She has lectured all undergraduate years and post graduate students on Physical Metallurgy, and supervised over 32 students, of whom 24 have graduated, many of whom went to work in research. She has worked with platinum group metals, steels, WC-VC-Co hardmetals and aluminium alloys. She has written over 70 papers in journals, over 120 conference proceedings, about 60 research reports and has one provisional patent. She has been working with Materials Science International for 10 years, contributed to 7 books on phase diagrams, and co-wrote a chapter in the ASM Handbook on Metallography for 2004. She is the Director of the DST/NRF Centre of Excellence in Strong Materials (CoE-SM), and was instrumental in the establishment of the African Materials Science and Engineering Network (AMSEN) in 2008. Both the CoE-SM and AMSEN encourage her passions: research and developing people. In 2009, Prof. Cornish was accepted as a Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa. She is also Assistant Dean - Research in the Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment at Wits. She won the Vice-Chancellors Teaching Award (Wits) in 1998 and has won the Best Published Electron Microscopy Paper Prize from the Microscopy Society of Southern Africa five times. She also enjoys wildlife and travelling to places without cell phone reception! BSc (Hons) (Birmingham), MSc (Birmingham), PhD (Birmingham), DMS (DIHE), BA (OU), FRSSaf.

Mr. Khaled Fourati 
Senior Program Officer, Acacia, IDRC

Mr. Fourati works with partners in Southern Africa to help the region’s countries apply information and communication technologies (ICTs) to social and economic development. 
Fourati has been working with partners to better understand the constraints on access to knowledge in Africa, looking at telecom policy, Intellectual Property Right reforms and exploring the use of alternative licensing models and open access publishing. He is currently working with universities in Southern Africa to explore alternative mechanisms for promoting African knowledge and improving scholarly communication. When he first came to IDRC, Fourati worked on research related to trade, employment, and competitiveness. He has also worked in the international marketing departments of computer technology companies Sun Microsystems and Oracle. 
Fourati holds an MBA in finance and computer information systems and a master’s degree in international affairs. 

Mr. John H. Griffith

Environment, Science and Technology Officer, U.S. Embassy, Pretoria

Mr. Griffith is the Environment, Science and Technology Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa. He is responsible for coordinating policy on environmental issues including climate change, water resources and biodiversity, as well as promoting science and technology cooperation with South Africa. From 2007-2009, Mr. Griffith worked in the U.S. Department of State’s Office of Environmental Policy, covering the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and other international organizations. Mr. Griffith joined the Foreign Service in 1998 and has had diplomatic postings in Taiwan, Lithuania, Germany and Washington, DC. From 1988-1997, Mr. Griffith was a senior consultant and project manager at Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) in Redlands, California, a leading developer of geographic information systems (GIS) software. While at ESRI, Mr. Griffith specialized in the application of GIS technology to cadastral mapping, land information systems, and urban planning. Mr. Griffith is a graduate of Middlebury College and has a master’s degree in geography from the University of Washington.

Prof. Phillip A. Griffiths

Chairman, Science Initiative Group (SIG)

Prof. Griffiths is an Emeritus Professor in the School of Mathematics at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey. He served as the Institute’s Director from 1991-2003 and as a Professor of Mathematics from 2003-2009. He was formerly Provost and James B. Duke Professor of Mathematics at Duke University and Professor of Mathematics at Harvard, and he has taught at Princeton University and the University of California, Berkeley. He received his PhD from Princeton University.

Prof. Griffiths is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, where he is also Distinguished Presidential Fellow for International Affairs. From 1993-1999 he chaired the Committee on Science, Engineering and Public Policy (COSEPUP), the principal science policy arm of the U.S. National Academies of Science and Engineering and the Institute of Medicine. In this role, Prof. Griffiths was active in recommending national science policy strategies, many of which have been implemented by federal agencies and Congress. Prof. Griffiths is a Foreign Associate of TWAS. He served on the National Science Board from 1991-1996 and served as Secretary of the International Mathematical Union from 1999-2006.

A former member of the Board of Directors of Bankers Trust New York Corporation and GSI Group Prof. Griffiths currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Oppenheimer Funds.

Ms. Arlen Hastings

Executive Director, Science Initiative Group (SIG)

As director of the Science Initiative at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, NJ, USA, Ms. Hastings is involved in the design, implementation and administration of initiatives to build scientific capacity in the developing world. A senior administrator at the Institute since 1992, Ms. Hastings was instrumental in conceptualizing and establishing SIG and its first project, the Millennium Science Initiative, in 1998, and later the African Regional Initiative in Science and Education (RISE). She was appointed SIG’s executive director in 2002.

Ms. Hastings came to the Institute from the International Research & Exchanges Board, where her responsibilities included organizing US-Soviet academic conferences. She holds an A.B. in anthropology and Russian studies from Princeton University.

Dr. Ralf Hermann

DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service)
Dr. Hermann has been Head of the DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) Information Centre South Africa in Johannesburg, and Visiting Lecturer at the School of Literature and Language Studies of the University of the Witwatersrand since the beginning of 2008. After his Master in German literature and African Studies at the University of Leipzig and a MSc in General and Comparative Literature at the University of Edinburgh, he accomplished his PhD in German Literature at Leipzig. From 2003-07, he represented the DAAD at the University of Belgrade, Serbia. 

Mr. J. Tomas Hexner

Founding Member, Science Initiative Group (SIG)
Mr. Hexner received a BA in economics and an MBA from Harvard University. He has over thirty years’ experience in policies, projects, and institution-building in developing countries, including Pakistan, Indonesia, sub-Saharan Africa and Paraguay. He has worked with foundations, among them Ford and Rockefeller, and with bilateral and multilateral agencies (USAID, World Bank, IMF, UNDP) that assist these countries.

Mr. Hexner’s projects have included crafting an environmental action plan for sub-Saharan Africa, formulating the Agriculture and Rural Development Policy for the World Bank, privatizing enterprises in Bangladesh, and exploring the options for reinvigorating science and technology in Vietnam. He has founded several high-tech companies, including Genetics Institute and Thinking Machines, and he has been involved in industrial-academic relations at both Harvard and Duke Universities.

Prof. Denis A. Hughes
RISE Network Director: SSAWRN

Prof. Hughes is Director of the Institute for Water Research, a multi-disciplinary research department of Rhodes University specializing in hydrology, ecology, environmental water quality and ecotoxicology issues associated with water resources management. He has been active in the field of hydrology and water resources simulation modelling for over 30 years and has published many scientific papers and research reports on the development and application of a range of models. The Institute is involved in post-graduate training, research and practical implementation of research products through consultancy work. One of the main thrusts of Prof. Hughes’ research work has been the development and application of water resources estimation tools that have a sound scientific basis, but are applicable to the solution of practical problems. The focus in recent years has been on water availability modelling under different scenarios of environmental (including climate) change, as well as methods to support the determination of the water requirements of river systems to ensure environmental sustainability. While a great deal of development work has been based on South African conditions, the research outputs have been applied throughout southern Africa and as far afield as the Indian sub-continent and the Dominican Republic. 

Prof. Hughes is the regional coordinator of the UNESCO Sothern Africa FRIEND (Flow Regimes from International Experimental Network Data) programme, a Vice President of the International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS) with responsibility for any relevant issues in developing countries and is an associate editor for four international hydrology journals.

Mr. Conrad Jardin

The World Bank

Mr. Jardine is responsible for partnership coordination at the World Bank Institute based in the South African Country Office. He focuses on understanding and matching client interest and demand with WBI thematic programmes as part of broader efforts to develop partnership to effect capacity development in Sub-Saharan Africa. He holds a Masters Degree in Public and Development Management from Wits University and has extensive experience in the CSO and development sector.
Prof. John David Kabasa

RISE Network Director: AFNNET

Prof. Kabasa, a University Professor, Researcher and Consultant, is currently Dean Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Makerere University, East Africa; and Chair, Board of the International Network on Animal and Biomedical Sciences for Africa (INABSTA). In addition, he serves as Principal Investigator and Academic Director of several Grants including RISE-AFFNET; the EU VASES-MAPPES Program; the USAID-HED AFRUS-IDM Program; the Uganda NARO Larval Fish Feed Program; and the Germany KAAD Ecological Restoration Program. He chairs the African Universities Veterinary E-Learning Consortium (AUVEC); National Agricultural and Water Task Force on National Adaptation Plans of Action to Climate Change; and National Biodiversity Committee, Uganda. He is the Focal Person for the Uganda Chapter of the NEPAD Council. 

Prof. Kabasa received his PhD from Goettingen University, Germany, and completed short-term training programs in social skills, institutional development; research management; higher educational management; Adapted Techniques in Epidemiology; and Tropical and Sub-Tropical Animal production & Nutrition. He has been a Visiting Professor at a number of universities in Africa, the Caribbean, Germany and the US. In 2001, he won the Won the European Development Cooperation Prize.
Ms. Gladys Kalanda

Department of Science and Technology, Malawi

Prof. Leonard Kamwanja 

Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Malawi

Prof. Kamwanja became Pro-Vice Chancellor of the University of Malawi in 2002. During his tenure he has led the development and management of strategic alliance partnerships with the public and private sectors locally and internationally in areas of research and development as well as the development of the University’s first Strategic Plan. Prior to this appointment Prof. Kamwanja was Acting Principal of Bunda College of Agriculture, a constituent College of the University of Malawi, and Professor and Head of Animal Science for several years in that College. He has diplomas and degrees from the University of Malawi, University of Nebraska Lincoln and University of Wisconsin-Madison. Prof. Kamwanja’s specialty is in the area of reproductive physiology and endocrinology. He has carried out research aimed at understanding factors that regulate the onset of puberty and length of the postpartum anestrous in farm animals. He was a Senior Fulbright Scholar and Visiting Professor at the University of Florida-Gainesville in 1992 and a Visiting Scientist in the Institut Fur Tierzucht Und Tierverhalten (FAL), Germany in 1995.

Mr. Joel Kolker

The World Bank

Dr. A.S. Kumwenda

Director, Tea Research Foundation of Central Africa, Malawi

Dr. Margareth Serapio Kyewalyanga

RISE Network Director: WIO-RISE

Dr. Kyewalyanga is a Senior Lecturer and currently the Director of the Institute of Marine Sciences, University of Dar es Salaam, with effect from 1st April 2009. Before that she was the Head of Department of Marine Biology and Resources Management at the same Institution from February 2007 to March 2009. Currently, Margareth also is the Academic Director for the Western Indian Ocean Regional Initiative in Science and Education (WIO-RISE). She did her post-graduate studies, both MSc. and Ph.D. in Biological Oceanography at Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia, Canada. As head of the Institute, she coordinates several Programmes and Projects at local, regional and international scales. Margareth is a member in many organizations such as Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA; Board Member/Treasurer); Member for the Nippon-Foundation / Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans (NF/POGO) network, Member for the Mariculture Forum for the Western Indian Ocean Region and the Sustainable Aquaculture Research Networks in sub Saharan Africa (SARNISA) etc. She has experience in conducting capacity building activities such as training courses and workshops as well as organization of big meetings, such as WIOMSA Scientific Symposium. Since 2001, she has contributed in the organization of the WIOMSA Scientific Symposiums, events that bring together (every two years) marine scientist at all levels (from prominent scientists all the way to students) from the Western Indian Ocean region and overseas, an interactions that strengthens networking and bilateral collaborations. Scientifically, she is interested in oceanic primary production by phytoplankton and in mariculture of finfish, shellfish and seaweeds.
Prof. Matthew L. Luhanga

President, Tanzania Academy of Sciences 

Professor of Telecommunications Engineering, University of Dar es Salaam
Prof. Luhanga is Professor of Telecommunications at the University of Dar es Salaam. His primary research interest is computer communications. He is the author of more than 30 journal papers, 20 papers in conference proceedings and 6 books. He has had more than 30 years’ experience in teaching, consultancy and public service in telecommunications engineering. Prof. Luhanga has served as Chairman and/or Director of multiple boards, and for 16 years was Vice Chancellor of the University of Dar es Salaam.
Prof. Francis S. Magingo

Principal, College of Natural Applied Sciences, University of Dar es Salaam

Francis S.S. Magingo, is an Associate Professor in Applied Microbiology. He graduated from the University of Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) with a B.Sc. (Hons) Botany, Zoology and Education in 1976, M,Sc. (Mycology) in 1985 and Ph.D. in 1990. Besides teaching the undergraduate courses MC 111: Fundamentals of Microbiology, MC 205: Mycology and MC 310: Applied Mycology, he has also supervised 20 M. Sc. students and 7 Ph.D. students at the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) in Tanzania. His research interests include Post-harvest fungal pathogens of tropical fruits, Antimicrobial activities of tropical plants extracts, Biofertilizers, Mycorrhizal associations in tropical plants and Mushroom science. 

Professor Magingo has also held a number of administrative posts at the University of Dar es Salaam. They include; Coordinator of the Applied Microbiology Unit (1989 – 1991); Associate Dean (Academic) in the Faculty of Science (1997 – 1999), Editorial Board member of the Tanzania Journal of Science (2000 to 2003); Head of Department of Botany (2000 to 2006); Deputy Principal – Planning Finance and Administration at Dar es Salaam University College of Education (a constituent College of UDSM) (April to December 2006), Dean, Faculty of Science UDSM (2007 to 2009). When the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Aquatic Science and Technology at UDSM were clustered together to form the College of Natural and Applied Sciences in April 2009, Professor Magingo was appointed the founding Principal of that College. 

Dr. Tichaona Mangwende

Network Programme Manager, NEPAD/SANBio

Dr. Mangwende obtained bachelors (Applied Biology and Biochemistry) and Masters (Biotechnology) degrees from the University of Zimbabwe, and in 2001 he earned a PhD in plant molecular virology from the University of Cape Town. Tich joined SIRDC-Zimbabwe as a Research Scientist and worked as Principal Investigator of the DGIS-Netherlands funded Maize Project on QTL discovery in maize for drought tolerance and insect resistance using marker-assisted selection. He was a postdoctoral fellow in the USA, working on a USDA-ARS funded project focusing on suppressors of gene silencing, first at AgriLife Center, University of Texas A & M, and later at Hawaii Agriculture Research Center. Tich returned to UCT in 2005 to collect a Patent Award from the Innovation Fund, Department of Science & Technology, South Africa for work done on Maize Streak Virus resistance (with fellow inventors Dr. Dionne Shepard, Professors Jennifer A Thomson and Ed Rybicki) and stay with family. He decided to apply his knowledge of gene silencing to research on RNA processing in P. falciparum, the causative agent of malaria, as a Wellcome Trust Postdoctoral fellow (2006-2007) at UCT. This work was further funded for an additional year through a University of Pretoria-South African Malaria Initiative postdoctoral fellowship at the Department of Biochemistry, University of Pretoria. In 2009, Tich became a senior researcher in UCT’s Division of Medical Virology-Professor Carolyn Williamson’s HIV Diversity and Pathogenesis Research Group, and subsequently he joined NEPAD/SANBio as Network Programme Manager.
Mr. Sifiso Mbatha
Development Bank of Southern Africa
Dr. Evelyne Mbede

Director of Science and Technology, Ministry of Communications, Science and Technology, Tanzania

Evelyne Isaack Mbede is an Associate Professor in Earth Sciences working as Director of Science and Technology within the Ministry of Communication, Science and Technology in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Born in 1957 in Njombe, Tanzania, Prof. Mbede worked with the University of Dar es Salaam for over 20 years where she served various academic and administrative positions rising to the position of Dean of the Faculty of Science, in the now called UDSM College of Natural and Applied Sciences (CONAS).  Prof. Mbede holds a Ph. D in Natural Sciences (Earth Sciences) from Technical University, Berlin, (1993). In 1984 she completed her M Sc & Diploma of Imperial College in Petroleum Geology from the University of London, 1984.

Mr. Ntsika Mgolombane
Development and Fundraising Office, University of the Witwatersrand

Ntsika Mgolombane is the External Clients Relations Manager for the Development and Fundraising Office at Wits University. He has worked in the public sector as a Social Worker for a number of years before moving to the NGO sector. He has also worked as a grant maker for the European Union before crossing over to become a Fundraiser for Wits. He is a strong believer in the presence of a vibrant civil society to assist governments in filling the gaps in the developmental arena. He currently works with a number of scholarship grants dedicated to the advancement of science. He strongly believes that as a developing country South Africa will be able to cross the development divide into first world country through the advancement in science and technology. He sees the Higher Education Sector in South Africa and Africa as the main vehicle for the advancement of communities through science and technology. He holds a MA form Wits University and several certificates in management. 

Dr. Joe Mosala Molete

Executive Director, Biosciences, CSIR

Dr. Molete was recently appointed Executive Director: Biosciences. He join the CSIR from 1st July 2010. Prior to joining CSIR he served within the Biotechnology Regional Innovation Centres (BRICS), both at Cape Biotech as Portfolio Manager and more recently as the CEO of BioPAD. Dr. Molete spent 11 years in the USA where he both studied and worked. He worked for American Red Cross in Maryland, the International Aids Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) in New York and for Baxter Healthcare Corporation in New Jersey. Dr. Molete is passionate about working with scientists to develop and to commercialize scientific innovations.

He has completed a B.Sc. (Honours) Biochemistry from the University of the Witwatersrand; a M.Sc. (Biology) from Howard University, Washington DC (USA); and a Ph.D. in Biochemistry, Microbiology and Molecular Biology from The Pennsylvania State University in Pennsylvania (USA). He also holds an MBA from the University of Cape Town Graduate School of Business; and the Advanced Management Program (AMP) from Harvard Business School. 

Prof. Gerald C. Monela

Sokoine University of Agriculture, Tanzania
Prof. Jane Morris

RISE Node Leader: SABINA

Prof. Morris studied in Scotland, gaining a BSc (Hons) in Biochemistry from the University of St Andrews, and a PhD, also in biochemistry, from the University of Aberdeen. Her research has included studies on polysaccharide degrading enzymes from anaerobic rumen bacteria, and microbial adhesion mechanisms. She currently holds a joint appointment between the CSIR and the University of Pretoria as Director of the ACGT and as an Extraordinary Professor of Biochemistry. 

As Director of the ACGT she is responsible for fundraising and liaison between the CSIR, University of Pretoria and University of the Witwatersrand in the genomics field. She seeks to promote the application of structural and functional genomics tools and techniques, including transcriptomics, proteomics and bioinformatics, to research projects in the partner institutions. 

For a number of years she managed biotechnology research in an industrial environment at AECI Ltd Research and Development, covering plant and microbial biotechnology, and gaining a good understanding of the requirements for commercialisation of biotechnology products. Following this, she moved into the role of strategic technology management in the CSIR. 

In seeking to advance the science and application of biotechnology in South Africa, Professor Morris has played an active role in biotechnology and bio-safety issues over many years and participated in various national and international programmes concerned with GMO safety. She has also been part of a number of South African government delegations promoting international collaborations in biotechnology. She represents the ACGT partner institutions in various science and technology forums. 

Ms. Lori Mulcare

Program Associate, Science Initiative Group (SIG)

Ms. Mulcare helps administer the RISE program, provides support to the SIG board and Executive Director, and manages the SIG website. She previously held a Princeton Project 55 Fellowship in New York City. Ms. Mulcare is a 2006 Near Eastern Studies graduate of Princeton University.

Prof. R.M. Munavu

Vice Chair, Kenya National Academy of Sciences

Prof. Munavu is a Professor of Chemistry at the University of Nairobi, Kenya. He attended Wayne State University (M.Sc. in Chemistry) in 1970/1972; and the University of Detroit (Ph.D. in Chemistry) in 1972/1975. His areas of academic specialization are Natural Products, Organic Synthesis, Environmental and Industrial chemistry. He has published over sixty (60) refereed and commissioned papers and supervised twenty one (21) post graduate students in Chemistry. He has written teaching manuals in Industrial Chemistry, Carbohydrate Chemistry and Renewable Resources of Energy. He has written extensively on Higher education, Science, Technology and Innovation. 

Prof. Munavu served as Vice-Chancellor of Moi University from July 1998 to September 2002. He was Dean of the Faculty of Science at the University of Nairobi (1987/1990); the founding Principal of Laikipia College of Egerton University (1990/1992); the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration and Finance) at Egerton University (199/1994); and the DVC (A&F) at the University of Nairobi (1994/1998). 
Prof. Munavu was until recently the Chairman of the Kenya National Examinations Council (KNEC; 2000- January 2010). He is also Chairman of the South Eastern University College, a Constituent College of the University of Nairobi, and Vice-Chairman and Fellow of the Kenya National Academy of Sciences (KNAS). He recently served as member of the Public Universities Inspection Board (PUIB 2005/2006); and the Taskforce on the Strategy for University Education in Kenya (2006/2007).

Mr. Mmboneni Muofhe

Chief Director for International Resources, Department of Science and Technology, South Africa

Mr. Mmboneni Muofhe is the Chief Director for International Resources at the Department of Science and Technology. Before his appointment as CD, he was Director for Strategic Partnerships in DST which amongst others ensured South Africa's growing participation in the EU Framework Programme. He has extensive experience in management of science and technology programmes which includes years of coordination, implementation and management of Technology and Human Resources for Industry Programme (THRIP), a South African public-private partnership programme in research and development aimed at improving competitiveness of industry. Mr. Muofhe's academic achievements include a Masters of Science from the University of Cape Town and Masters of Business Administration from the University of Pretoria.

Prof. Burton Mwamila
Founding Vice Chancellor, Nelson Mandela African Institute of Science and Technology (NM AIST-Arusha) 
Prof. Mwamila is an experienced Tanzanian civil engineering academic in the rank of professor, researcher and consultant. He holds a PhD from the Royal Institute of Technology in Sweden. Dr. Mwamila spearheaded the transformation of the Faculty of Engineering of the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania (from 2000-05), into a College of Engineering and Technology for which he then became its first Principal from 2005-2009. He was the first Chairman of Tanzania’s National Council for Technical Education (NACTE) from 1999-2007. He also served as the Chairman of Tanzania’s Engineers Registration Board from 2000-06. He is currently the Chairman of the Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH). At the African continental level he has been a Member of the Governing Council of the African Network of Scientific and Technological Institutions (ANSTI) from 2000-09, and is currently the Chairman of the Executive Board of the Pan-African Competitiveness Forum (PACF) since 2008. On July 1, 2009 he was appointed the founding Vice Chancellor of the Nelson Mandela African Institute of Science and Technology in Arusha (NM AIST-Arusha), Tanzania, for the Eastern African region. He is also a Member of the Technical Committee of the Uganda Millennium Science Initiative (MSI) since 2006. 

Prof. Osmund Damian Mwandemele

Pro-Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Research, University of Namibia

Prof. Mwandemele is Pro-Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Research at the University of Namibia, a post he has held since 2007. He is also Professor of Plant Genetics and Breeding. He holds BSc (Hons) and MSc degrees from the University of Dar es Salaam, and a PhD from the University of Sydney, Australia. Prof. Mwandemele was Founding Director of the Sam Nujoma Marine and Coastal Resources Research Centre in Henties Bay, Namibia, and Founding Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Namibia. He has held academic and administrative positions at Egerton University in Njoro, Kenya, and the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Among his awards and recognitions, Prof. Mwandemele is a Fellow of the Indian Society of Genetics and Plant Breeding; a Founding Member of the College of Research Associates of the United Nations University Institute of Natural Resources in Africa; an Honorary Professor at the Czech University of Agriculture Prague; and former Scientific Advisor to the International Foundation for Science. He also chairs the Steering Committee of the Southern Africa Network of Biosciences (SANBio) and is a member of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS), Ministry of Science and Technology, Republic of South Africa. He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Women’s Action for Development; and Chairman of the Steering Committee of Biosciences-Finnish-South Africa (BIOFISA) Project coordinated by SANBio, CSIR, Pretoria, South Africa. Prof. Mwandemele is the author or co-author of numerous scholarly articles.
Dr. Valerie Naidoo

Research Manager, Water Research Commission, South Africa

As a researcher funder and solicitor, Dr. Naidoo has experience in Stormwater and sewerage management and technology options, beneficiation and energy from wastewater, appropriate technology options for small wastewater treatment plants, technology options for peri-urban dense informal settlements, biological nutrient removal processes, decentralised on-site technology options and reuse and reclamation opportunities of wastewater. She is involved in a number of workshops to effectively transfer knowledge to key stakeholders in the sector and also serves as a participant in several workshops to advise on technologies, and management of technologies. Her projects have included assessing emerging technologies and approaches to wastewater management and sustainability; evaluating the valorisation of wastewater i.e. beneficial product recovery options; proving alternative stormwater technologies for management; assessing alternative sewerage alternatives to deal with the challenges of dense informal settlements; commissioning manuals and tools for different wastewater treatment technologies, and their unit processes; evaluating a range of management options for wastewater and faecal sewage sludge such a use of sludge as a soil conditioner to deep row entrenchment options for forestry and land rehabilitation; providing advice and direction on appropriate technology choices and where necessary commissioning further studies to create knowledge on choices; and assessing energy options for wastewater, e.g. biogas through domestic and municipal wastewater treatment.

Ms. Jacqueline Olang

Programme Officer, African Academy of Sciences

Prof. FAO (Fred) Otieno

Deputy Vice Chancellor: Technology, Innovation & Partnerships, Durban University of Technology

Vice Chairperson of the Board, African National Scientific and Technological Institutions (ANSTI)

Prof. Otieno is a “C” rated Researcher with the National Research Foundation (NRF) South Africa. He is a Professional registered Engineer (PrEng) and a Fellow of the South Africa Institution of Civil Engineers (FSAICE) in South Africa. He is a Senior Fellow of the Water Institute of Southern Africa (WISA) and was the WISA President in 2007/2008. He has over 30 years in consulting, lecturing and research activities in his areas of specialization, (water, environmental, general civil engineering, project management and general management). He has successfully supervised over 30 masters and doctoral students and continues to do so. He has been an active researcher in a number of disciplines and more recently focusing on water resources management, water and waste water treatment, solid waste management and general environmental management. H e has published over 50 accredited Journal papers and over 80 peer reviewed international conference papers. 

He previously worked as a consulting engineer and has over the years consulted for a number of national, NGO’s, international organizations in his areas of expertise. He has previously held a number of Non executive Director positions, among these being the Vice Chairperson of the Water Research Commission, Non Executive Director and acting Chairperson of Pikitup in Johannesburg; Chairperson of Softstart BTI Technology incubator. He currently sits on the Board of the South African National Roads Agency (SANRAL) and Randwater. He is also involved in the UNESCO’s African National Scientific and Technological Institutions (ANSTI) Board as the Vice Chairperson of its Board. Prof. Otieno holds a BSc from the University of Nairobi, an MSc and PhD in Civil Engineering from the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK, and an MBA from the University of Durban-Westville in South Africa.

Prof. Otieno is married with three grown up children and loves sports in general and plays the occasional golf.

Dr. Marilyn Pifer

Senior Program Manager and Senior Technical Advisor, CRDF Global

Dr. Pifer is Senior Program Manager and Senior Technical Advisor at CRDF Global, a nonprofit independent organization that promotes international scientific and technical collaboration. Dr. Pifer is the senior manager for CRDF Global’s higher education programs in Russia and Ukraine and advises on other university-based research and education programs. She has recently adapted the CRDF Global higher education model to better improve scientific capacity in developing nations. In 2006, she served as the education expert on a National Research Council committee studying the scientific status and potential of Kazakhstan. 

Prior to joining CRDF Global in 2001, Dr. Pifer served twice in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Oceans, Environment, and Science, with responsibility for science cooperation in Eurasia, South Asia, and the Middle East. As a Fellow with the University of Manchester (UK)’s Programme on Policy Research in Engineering, Science and Technology, she analyzed the effect of EU Framework programs on patterns of scientific collaboration. Early in her career, she held a year-long National Academy of Sciences Exchange Fellowship in the Institute of Molecular Biology, USSR Academy of Sciences, Moscow.

Dr. Pifer holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in Biology from Stanford University and a Ph.D. in Molecular Biology and Genetics from The Johns Hopkins University Medical School. She speaks Russian, Ukrainian, and some German.

Prof. Orlando António Quilambo

Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs, Eduardo Mondlane University

President, Academy of Science of Mozambique

Prof. Quilambo was born in Mozambique and obtained his BA at the Faculty of Education at the Eduardo Mondlane University and later at the High School in Gústrow, East Germany.

He got his PhD in Natural Sciences at the Department of Plant Biology, University of Groningen in the Netherlands.

As Biologist he has been lecturing Plant Physiology, Ecophysiology and Biotechnology at under and postgraduate courses in the Faculties of Sciences and Agriculture and Forestry Engineering.

He has managerial experience in university from Head of Department, Dean of the Faculty and Dean of Research at the University level.

He has published articles in Biology in the area of stress physiology and management of higher education. 

From 1994 until 2005 he was involved in building awareness for the importance of Science and Technology for Development and was member of the Executive Board of the African Foundation for Research and Development and Coordinator of the Meeting of the Higher Education and Research Institutions in Mozambique, which gave ground for the creation of the first Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of Mozambique.

In this position he was deeply involved in the formulation of the first National Policy of Science and Technology in Mozambique and the creation of Academy of Sciences of Mozambique.

Since 2005 is Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs of the Eduardo Mondlane University and made a great contribution for the formulation of the Research Policy and Scientific Journal at the university and since 2009 is the President of the Academy of Science of Mozambique. 

Prof. John Danwell Kalenga Saka

RISE Network Director: SABINA
Prof. Saka is Professor of Chemistry at the Chancellor College, University of Malawi. He is a chemist with research interests in the utilization and commercialisation of natural resources for household incomes and improved health as well as natural resource management. He has twenty-four years of active research and published over twenty-five papers in international, regional and national refereed scientific journals. Most of his projects include a component of postgraduate training contributing to human capital development in basic and applied chemistry and involve partners from within the country and beyond. Presently, he leads  a network consortium comprising Universities of Malawi, Pretoria, Dar es Salaam, Namibia and Witwatersrand won a USD800, 000 for a Southern African Biochemistry and Informatics for Natural Products research. Prof Saka is the Academic Director of the Network Project and a project manager with clear terms of reference under him . He also leads a USD1million project on Cassava: adding Value for Africa, which has a project manager implementing various activities consistent with the terms of reference (TORs) of the project, developed by the project team and NOK5,698,000 NUFU funded multidisciplinary project on Capacity building in water Science project involving Universities of Malawi, Oslo, Botswana and Western Cape.
Dr. Sibusiso Sibisi

CEO, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), South Africa
Dr. Sibisi is CEO of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, South Africa (CSIR, SA). He was born in 1955 in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, where he grew up and attended school. He completed a BSc in Physics at Imperial College of Science and Technology in London in 1978, followed by a PhD in 1983 at the University of Cambridge (Churchill College at the Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics). Dr. Sibisi joined the Department of Computational and Applied Mathematics, University of Witwatersrand in 1984. He was a Fulbright Fellow at the California Institute of Technology in 1988. He returned to Cambridge University in 1989 to assume a research position. In 1997, he returned to South Africa, joining Plessey South Africa as Executive Director (R&D). In January 2000 he became Deputy Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation, University of Cape Town. He moved to his current position at the CSIR in January 2002. He was awarded the Order of Mapungubwe (Silver) by President Thabo Mbeki in September 2007 in recognition of contribution to information technology, general scientific research and contribution to associated national strategy and policy formulation. He serves on the Boards of Murray & Roberts, Liberty Life and Denel (Chairman).

Dr. Rocky Skeef

Acting Director, ICSU

Dr. Skeef is trained as a biochemist and his main areas of research were: the effect of trace elements in the control of cancer cells proliferation; and the potential for specific bacteria to be used as biological insecticides.

Dr. Skeef’s work experience has traversed private sector, academia and state agency and has covered research, lecturing and development support. Most of the 15 years of his management and leadership experience have been with the NRF where he has been responsible for: the Technology and Human Resources for Industry Programme (THRIP); business and industry partnerships; international relations; corporate communication; marketing; and his current portfolio New Business Development. He has recently led the development of the NRF’s marketing and growth strategies flowing out of its current corporate strategy. 
During the time that he oversaw international relations at the NRF, he got to working with key institutions, individuals and multilateral organisations covering at least 30 countries. These engagements mainly related to establishing and rolling-out science and technology cooperation agreements with South Africa and participating in multilateral activities. Africa received special attention through the NRF’s “Focus on Africa” which Dr. Skeef was instrumental in developing. Dr. Skeef has been a key member of the NRF Executive driving the establishment and support for the ICSU Regional Office for Africa (ICSU ROA) as well as development of ICSU ROA’s first Business Plan and operational manual. He has participated in many of ICSU ROA’s activities and represented the NRF on the ICSU Regional Committee for Africa (ICSU RCA).

Dr. Skeef is serving / has served on the following boards: South African Power Utility Research Advisory Board; South African Grant-makers’ Association; Expo for Young Scientists; THRIP; Cape Technikon Research Advisory Board; and International Chair for Entrepreneurship.
Prof. Anton Ströh

Dean, Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences, University of Pretoria
Prof. Peter Sundin

Head, International Science Programme, Uppsala University

Since 2006, Prof. Sundin has been employed as director of the International Programme in the Chemical Sciences (IPICS) at the International Science Programme (ISP), Uppsala University, Sweden, and in 2007 he became head of ISP. His scientific background is in ecology and analytical chemistry. He graduated in 1990 from Lund University, Sweden, in the field of chemical ecology, and subsequently became a researcher at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU). In 1997 he was promoted to associate professor in environmental assessment. From 1990 to 2000 he contributed to a Swedish government commission on the implementation of a new chemicals policy. He was the unit head at the Swedish Chemicals Agency from 2002 to 2006, with an intermission in 2005 at the Swedish Veterinary Institute.


Prof. Lillian Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza
First Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Makerere University 

Professor Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza is 1st Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Makerere University and in that capacity is in charge of Academic Affairs. A Professor of Law, she a Ph.D. from the University of Copenhagen Denmark; a Masters of Law from Bristol, U.K.; and an Honours Degree in Law from Makerere University. She is also an advocate in the Courts of Uganda’s Judicature.

Professor Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza has extensively engaged in academic and policy impact research in areas of Criminal Law and Criminology; Children’s Rights; Juvenile Justice; Gender and Women’s Rights – areas in which she is also widely published. Her work ingeniously links law with the socio-economic and cultural milieu, offering an invaluable critique of the law from “a lived reality” perspective. More recently, she has engaged in research on Quality assurance in Institutions of Higher Learning. She has special interest in women’s right to education and has in the recent past been recognized as a FAWE Prominent Educationalist. She is also a Fellow of the Uganda National Academy of Sciences and an Alumna of the International Women’s Leadership Forum. She is the author of three books.

Professor Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza has been a pioneer in several academic endeavours: she was the first Ugandan woman to qualify for an award of a Ph.D. in Law; the first female to become an Associate Professor of Law in the East African region; the first female to become full Professor of Law in the East African region; the first female Deputy Dean of Makerere’s Faculty of Law; and the first female to ascend to the position of Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Makerere University.

Dr. Milan Vodopivec

Human Development Sector Leader, The World Bank

Dr. Vodopivec received a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Maryland, College Park. He is a staff member of the World Bank, where he has worked in the Research Department and in the Human Development Network. He is currently stationed in Pretoria, South Africa, as a Human Development Sector Leader. He also served as a State Undersecretary at the Ministry of Labor of Slovenia, and was a teacher and dean of the first private college in Slovenia. His research interests focus on labor market and cash benefit systems. He has published widely in these areas.
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